Oxbridge Academy
Course Catalog




OXBRIDGE ACADEMY 2021-2022 COURSE CATALOG

The Oxbridge Academy curriculum is comprised of a core group of subjects intended to promote lifelong
learning along with a wide array of elective courses designed to allow students to explore and experience
subjects and topics they may not have previously considered. Students are encouraged to select courses that
will be academically stimulating and personally enriching.

Placement tests and teacher recommendations are used to place students in courses appropriately matching
their current skill level in order to promote success and engagement. Honors courses offer a more demanding
and accelerated pace to challenge the more well-prepared students. Honors Seminar classes are the most
rigorous courses offered by Oxbridge. They are typically taught at the college level and characterized by
challenging material, extended writing assignments, and demanding projects requiring more individual
responsibility.

Graduation requirements ensure that Oxbridge Academy graduates successfully complete a course of study in
a broad range of disciplines and skills, ensuring a strong foundation for future learning. Please keep in mind
that graduation requirements reflect minimum requirements and do not necessarily equate to college
admissions requirements. Since most successful college applicants exceed minimum graduation requirements,
we recommend that candidates take the most rigorous academic program available that they can handle
without undue stress.

Typically, a study hall is required for all ninth graders to assist with the transition to an increased workload at
Oxbridge. However, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students with proven academic success are not required to
enroll in study hall and may take another core or elective course.

A student’s ability to be enrolled in an elective is dependent upon availability in the requested course. Students
will be able to choose up to three electives in order of priority. If you do not receive your primary choice, the
scheduler will attempt to enroll you in your alternate choices if possible. Please understand that there are no
guarantees, and core courses take precedence over electives.
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Oxbridge Academy Graduation Requirements
Students must meet the following graduation requirements to earn a diploma:

Subject Area Credits | Required Courses
English 4 4 credits of English while in high school.
Mathematics 4 4 credits of Math while in high school (at a minimum through Algebra II)
“*With proof of completion of Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra Il
Science 3 At least one credit each in Physical Science with Lab (Physics), Chemistry with Lab
(Chemistry), and Biological Science with Lab (Biology).
Social 3 Consisting of World History (9th), United States History (10th), and Government &
Sciences Economics
Students are required to complete 3 credits of a language. Students must take a minimum
World 3 of 2 consecutive years of the same language. Typically, students will continue to a third
Languages consecutive year. However, students may complete a year of a different language to
satisfy their remaining graduation requirement.
Health and 1 A one-credit course in Lifetime Health and Fitness is required for all freshmen.
Wellness
One-half credit in Introduction to Visual Arts and one-half in Introduction to Performing
Arts courses are required for all freshmen. Note: Freshman students who already have
proficiency in either the visual arts and/or the performing arts (Band, Orchestra, Theater,
. or Chorus) as demonstrated by portfolio or audition/permission of the instructor are
Visual and : : -
Performing Arts 2 exempt from the two sequences of Visual and Performing Arts. In addition, students who
wish to pursue Debate or Honors Computer Science 1 instead of the Visual or Performing
Arts are exempt from the requirement.
There are additional elective offerings for grades 10-12.
. A student may take an additional core subject course or any other course of special
Electives 4 . ; .
interest to meet the elective requirements.

Things to Know

e Students earn one credit for a year-long course and 1/2 credit for a semester course. Course credits are awarded
only at the end of the course.

e Students must earn a minimum of 24 credits to graduate and a minimum of 6 credits per year.

e The yearly academic program should include a minimum of five academic courses each year.

e Students in 9th grade who elect Debate, Band, Orchestra, Chorus, Theater, or Honors Computer Science1* will
be exempt from the Freshman Visual Art/Performing Art credit. These students will still be required to fulfill the
additional 1 credit in Art.

¢ Any requested exceptions to graduation requirements will be considered on an individual basis.

e Oxbridge Academy reserves the right to evaluate each student’s transcript at the time of entrance to determine
which transfer credits will be accepted from another school.

e Online Learning courses may not be taken for Oxbridge credit in lieu of Oxbridge Academy courses unless there

is an irresolvable scheduling conflict and/or prior written approval.
*must have completed Honors Algebra 1 and Honors Geometry.
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Arts — Visual

INTRODUCTION TO THE VISUAL ARTS
Semester Course. No prerequisites. Open to Freshmen only.

This required course for all freshmen provides a foundational experience in several categories, including 2D
Art (drawing and painting), 3D Art (sculpture and ceramics), Digital Graphic Design, and Photography. Over
the course of a semester, students will participate in each category of the visual arts through work with
specialized instructors in those areas. The goal of the course is to introduce freshmen to the diverse range of
meaningful visual arts experiences in which many might choose to focus their studies at a later point

in high school.

MIXED MEDIA SCULPTURE 1
Semester course. No prerequisites

This beginning sculpture course introduces students to a range of creative building and design methods in 3D
Art, with no experience necessary. Students will explore traditional and non-traditional materials as they make
original works of art. Students will learn how to design and build sculptural projects using the methods of
planar construction, clay modeling, found object assemblage, and more. Upon completion of this course,
students may choose to move on to other 3D Art classes such as Mixed Media Sculpture 2, Ceramics, or 3D
Construction and Design.

MIXED MEDIA SCULPTURE 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Mixed Media Sculpture 1

This class is a continuation of the mixed media sculpture 1 course. Students will build upon skills learned in
the previous course such as planar construction, clay modeling, and found object assemblage. This course will
introduce new building techniques such as the construction of large-scale installation art, carving, figure
sculpting, and 3D digital design. Throughout the semester students will study methods of sculpting embraced
by exciting, contemporary sculptors while building their portfolio and design skillset. This advanced level
course is recommended for students who are on-campus learners in at least a part-time capacity.

PHOTOGRAPHY 1
Semester course. No prerequisites

Photography 1 is a broad-based introductory course in the study of photography designed to inspire and
educate students on the possibilities of photographic media. Students will gain both historical insight and visual
literacy while learning how to control the look of their photographs. Students will also gain familiarity with real-
world industry techniques for digital asset management, post-production, and retouching through the use of
Adobe Lightroom and Adobe Photoshop.

PHOTOGRAPHY 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Photography 1 or Instructor Permission

This course is a continuation of Photography 1 and offers students the opportunity to embrace both modern
and traditional techniques employed in various genres of photography. Students will experience the world of
post-production where images are enhanced, altered, and manipulated for increased visual impact with the use
of Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop. At the end of the semester, students are equipped with a working
knowledge of each step of the photographic process from inception, to planning, to capturing an image,

and post-production.
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DIGITAL GRAPHIC DESIGN 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: None

Students will be introduced to Adobe Photoshop, lllustrator, and InDesign, and will learn the basic principles of
design, such as spacing, margins, and color. Students will apply this knowledge to a variety of real-world
design projects.

DIGITAL GRAPHIC DESIGN 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Digital Graphic Design 1

Students will be introduced to Adobe Photoshop, lllustrator, and InDesign, and will learn the basic principles of
design, such as spacing, margins, and color. Students will apply this knowledge to a variety of real-world
design projects.

VIDEOGRAPHY 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: None

Students will learn the basics of video, such as camera operation, camera angles, sound, editing, and basic
script writing. Students will be introduced to Adobe Premiere Rush and work their way to Adobe Premiere.
Students will apply their knowledge to real-world video projects.

VIDEOGRAPHY 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Videography 1

Students will expand their knowledge of script writing, storyboarding, and camera options using additional
equipment such as lighting, green screen, and mics. Students will gain proficiency in Adobe Premiere. Projects
will include re-editing movie trailers, dynamic interviews, and movie shorts in different genres.

MOTION GRAPHICS ANIMATION 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: Digital Graphic Design 1

In Motion Graphics Animation 1, students will learn the basics of animating video and graphics using layout,
motion, and scaling. Students will be introduced to Adobe Photoshop, lllustrator, and After Effects. Students
will apply their knowledge to real-world animation projects.

MOTION GRAPHICS ANIMATION 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Motion Graphics Animation 1

Students will become proficient users of Adobe Photoshop, lllustrator, and After Effects, learning new
animation design techniques that include motion easing, scale easing, and advanced masking. Projects will
include real-world animation projects, resulting in the creation of an animation portfolio.

DRAWING 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: None

This class introduces students to a range of drawing techniques used in the creation of illustrative works. The
class teaches the proper use of a variety of artistic tools to develop an awareness of craftsmanship in finished
works. Through this course, students will have the opportunity to draw from observation as well as from their
own interests for themed drawings. This course is preparation for Painting and all advanced level 2D Art Mixed
Media courses.
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DRAWING 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Drawing 1

This course uses the skills and techniques learned in Drawing | as a foundation for students to create works
that fit their own personal style. Projects are designed to teach advanced drawing skills and additional
exploration of drawing media. Topics and themes are chosen to further the development of students’ strengths,
personal interests, and creative styles. This course is preparation for Painting and all advanced level 2D Art
Mixed Media courses.

PAINTING 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: None

As an introductory painting class, the class teaches proper safety, tools, and techniques of each medium in
order to establish best practices and craftsmanship skills. Projects are based on personal photographs about
specific themes that work best for each medium. Students will learn about how color and layers bring their
paintings to life. This course is preparation for all advanced level 2D Art classes.

PAINTING 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Painting 1

Painting 2 continues the study of painting mediums. Projects are designed to explore more complex painting
concepts while allowing for creative freedom and personal interests. This course offers opportunities for
students to develop their own painting style and to seek inspiration from historical and contemporary artists.
Completion of this course is preparation for 2D Mixed Media classes, as well as Portfolio Design: Advanced
Topics in Drawing and Painting.

2D ART: MIXED MEDIA 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: Drawing or Painting

This course focuses on combining several traditional art-making materials to create more dynamic
compositions. This class uses basic drawing and painting skills to teach students how to identify which
materials work well together. Projects are designed to encourage students to create and destroy, work with
layers, and utilize a range of materials to express their individual vision. Students have the opportunity to
create works ranging from abstracts to representational, as developed from personal interests or social topics.

2D ART: MIXED MEDIA 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: 2D Mixed Media 1

This course is designed to build on the skills and techniques used in Mixed Media 1. Students will continue to
explore a variety of media and reinvent their purpose in the art-making process. Project themes become more
expansive and offer more personally meaningful solutions for students to pursue their individual, creative style.
This class prepares students for the study of Portfolio Design: Advanced Topics in Drawing and Painting.

3D CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN 1
Formerly Wood & Metal Working 1. Semester course. Prerequisite: None

This course introduces students to a range of fabrication techniques that are used in the creation of both
functional and sculptural works. The class teaches students elements of 3D design and construction, including
wood joint fabrication, an introduction to power tools, additive and subtractive methods of building, and more.
This course prepares students for advanced topics of study in 3D Construction and Design 2.
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3D CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN 2
Formerly Wood & Metal Working 2. Semester course. Prerequisite: None

This course is designed to build on the concepts and techniques introduced in 3D Construction and Design 1.
Students will explore innovative additive and subtractive methods of fabrication, maquette building, industrial
design, and more. Students will also propose and build an independent construction project of their own
design. This advanced level course is recommended for students who are on-campus learners in at least a
part-time capacity.

CERAMICS 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: None

Students in Ceramics 1 are introduced to the basic processes of making both traditional and sculptural works
in clay through hand-building methods. In addition to exploring historical examples of ceramic vessels,
students learn about some of the influential art movements embraced by ceramics in recent years, such as
Pop and Funk. This course is a general survey of clay working methods and prepares students who want to
develop their skills further in Ceramics 2 or Mixed Media Sculpture.

CERAMICS 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Ceramics 1

This class is designed to further develop methods of clay working explored in Ceramics |. Members of the
class learn how to design and build works of clay art using combined hand building techniques. Students will
also learn more about the artistic trends developing in the world of contemporary ceramics. This advanced
level course is recommended for students who are on-campus learners in at least a part-time capacity.

PORTFOLIO DESIGN 1
Semester course. Prerequisite: Instructor Approval

This course is for students who have completed both beginning and intermediate levels of 2D Art courses and
are seeking a more intensive focus on their drawing and painting styles. At the beginning of the semester,
students will propose a theme of their own interest that will guide the creation of several works over the course
of the semester. Under instructor guidance, students will have access to a wide range of drawing, painting,
printmaking, and mixed-media materials. This comprehensive collection of work is designed to establish a
portfolio suitable for college applications.

PORTFOLIO DESIGN 2
Semester course. Prerequisite: Portfolio Design 1

This course is a continuation of Portfolio Design | and an opportunity to add more complex works to the
comprehensive collection of work already begun. Students should expect to show development of style and
technique, as well as evolution of thought, through the creation of each new work. Portfolio reviews will provide
students with additional opportunities to engage in conversation to share their knowledge of inspiration from
historical and contemporary artists, as well as their understanding of art and design principles.
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Arts — Introductory Performing

INTRODUCTION TO THE PERFORMING ARTS
Semester course. Prerequisite: None. Open to freshmen only

This required course for all freshmen provides experience in several dimensions of the performing arts: chorus,
acting, movement, and stagecraft. Over the course of a semester, students will participate in each category of
the performing arts through work with specialists in those areas. The goal of the course is to introduce
freshmen to the range of performing arts experiences in which they might choose to specialize at a later point
in high school.

Arts — Theater

ACTING
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

Learn the fundamentals of concentration, imagination, and improvisation through games and exercises in
scene work and characterization. Evaluation is based on daily exercises, homework, individual growth, and
projects. The curriculum will be appropriate for students interested in acting on stage, for film/TV, or who
simply want to improve their public presentation skills. The course will culminate in a showcase performance.

STAGECRAFT
Semester Course. Prerequisite: None

Learn about “behind-the-scenes” activities like set design and building, scenic painting, lighting, special effects,
sound design, crafts, and costuming. This class prepares members of the technical crew behind all school
productions in a variety of ways. Physical work required.

HONORS PERFORMING ENSEMBLE
Year Course. Prerequisite: Audition & Instructor Approval

The fall semester will be focused on preparing for our competitions: Florida Theater Conference One-Act
Festival, District Thespian One-Act Festival, District Thespian IEs, and the English-Speaking Union
Shakespeare Monologue Competition. Students enrolled in this class will have priority sign up for the five
competition slots available for each individual event category. In the spring semester, the class will learn,
rehearse, and present a play and/or musical to perform for the public. Advanced acting techniques,
choreography/movement, and classical theater in performance are important parts of the curriculum.
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Arts — Music

DIGITAL MUSIC
Semester Course. Prerequisite: None

Use music authoring and editing software to compose original music, create mash-ups, and alter existing
music to create something new. This is a hands-on way to learn music theory and composition and the skills to
create music tracks for digital movies and other audio-visual projects.

STUDIO RECORDING & PRODUCTION
Year Course. Prerequisite: Digital Music

Students will develop recording technique skills, including acoustics, microphone setup and placement, digital
multi-track recording and editing, mixing, and sampling. In addition, students will gain hands-on training

and experience with podcasting, as well as live audio mixing in performance settings. Special attention will be
given to the history of recording and audio production. The focus of evaluation is project oriented. Completion
of Digital Music 1 and 2 is preferable.

OXBRIDGE ROCK & CONTEMPORARY MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

This course is an opportunity to study contemporary, rock, and popular music genres through performance and
rehearsal in an academic setting. Students will perform covers and originals spanning all styles and time
periods. This ensemble will perform regularly at festivals, on and off campus, in-class, and other events.
Students are expected to practice outside of class so that time in class may be devoted to rehearsal.

WINDS & PERCUSSION CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

This Chamber Ensemble/Concert Band course focuses on the performance of music literature for woodwind,
brass, and percussion ensembles of various stylistic periods. Instruction cultivates performance techniques,
artistic interpretation, and overall musicality. Student ensembles will include, but not be limited to, student
coaching, literature selection, composer research, accompaniment, arrangements,

and performance production.

STRINGS CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

The Strings Chamber Ensemble/Orchestra performs music from the string repertoire of the Baroque, Classic,
and Romantic Eras with an emphasis on the development of string technique and ensemble skill. Student
solos and/or ensembles will include, but not be limited to, student coaching, literature selection, composer
research, accompaniment, arrangements, and performance production.

JAZZ ENSEMBLE
Year Course. Prerequisite: Instructor Approval

The Jazz Ensemble course is a performance group whose primary purpose is jazz music in small jazz

ensembles. Instruction will be provided in jazz improvisation and ensemble performance techniques for various
styles of jazz, from the Swing Era to contemporary styles.
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BEGINNING PIANO
Semester Course. Prerequisite: None

Beginning Piano is for students with little or no previous piano instruction. Areas covered will include
fundamentals of posture and hand position, reading notes and rhythms, reading chord charts, understanding of
basic music theory, and introduction to composition and computer notation programs. The course will be
adapted to challenge individual levels and rates of progress.

GUITAR
Semester Course. Prerequisite: None

This course is designed to teach the basic skills and knowledge required to play the guitar, as well as teach
basic music reading ability and music theory. Students will learn the basics of playing guitar at a beginner level
through studying music notation, chord symbols, and peer modeling. Through this class, students will gain a
better understanding of many different musical genres, and public performance may be a course expectation.

OXBRIDGE CHORALE
Year Course. Prerequisite: Instructor Approval

Advanced vocal students study choral works with an emphasis on reading, diction, tone quality, interpretation
and aesthetics. Students learn and perform an advanced level of repertoire that spans the Renaissance
through contemporary periods. Attention will be given to the languages and cultures associated with the
particular choral literature.

Arts — Dance

DANCE REPERTORY
Year Course. Prerequisite: Audition Only

This class combines contemporary, modern, and classical dance techniques with guest artists in modern
dance, jazz, hip-hop, and other dance genres. This class also supports students’ choreography and
improvisation. Performances are required for winter and spring concerts with the opportunity to perform in the
South Florida area and beyond.

DANCE FOUNDATIONS
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

This course emphasizes ballet and modern/contemporary techniques with an emphasis on conditioning based

in Pilates. The class is perfect for dancers and non-dancers who have a good movement background but may
also come from other art forms (theater and music).
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English

ENGLISH 1:
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

English 1 is a survey course of classic and modern literature. Students will read works of fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, personal narrative, and drama. Through rigorous writing and discussion, students learn to think critically
about the important themes in these works. Teachers emphasize a variety of writing techniques, strategies,
and genres. In addition, students learn intermediate grammar and vocabulary.

HONORS ENGLISH 1:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Department Approval

Honors English 1 is a survey course of classic and modern literature where students read works of fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, personal narrative, and drama that focus on the journey of self-discovery and the odyssey of
the human experience. This course introduces students to the art of Socratic discussion as it relates to
literature, developing their skills as collaborative thinkers and confident speakers. Students will study and
practice the mechanics of good writing: grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary building as they are
encouraged to develop their own voice and style. They will compose analytical, persuasive, reflective, and
descriptive writing.

ENGLISH 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: English 1

English 2 students explore literary genres in American literature to promote critical thinking and develop
discussion and collaboration skills. Students will demonstrate command of the elements of effective
composition and writing and will also read works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, personal narrative, and drama
that focus on the role of the individual in the community and the tensions that frequently emerge

in that dynamic.

HONORS ENGLISH 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: English 1 & Department Approval

Honors English 2 is intended for students who have shown exceptional promise in writing and literary analysis.
Course readings will be drawn from a diverse body of American literature and will ask students to consider the
role of the individual in the community and the tensions that frequently emerge in that dynamic. Writing
instruction will guide students as they craft strong analytical arguments in response to texts and teach students
how to effectively incorporate textual evidence and critical source materials into their essays.

HONORS SEMINAR ENGLISH 2: AMERICAN LITERATURE:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Honors Seminar World History 1 & Department Approval

Honors Seminar English 2 is an advanced seminar-style course in American literature that will be taught in
conjunction with Honors Seminar U.S. History. The course is a chronological study of American literature, from
colonial writing to the post-Civil Rights era. Major movements in American literature will be covered:
Romanticism, Transcendentalism, Realism, Harlem Renaissance, and Modernism.
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ENGLISH 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: English 2

Students will read works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, personal narrative, and drama that focus on the
efforts of individuals to develop empathy and make a difference in their social and cultural contexts.

As students explore the actions of protagonists who experience the impact of the world around them,
they will examine questions about success and disappointment in working for change. In some cases,
individuals triumph in overcoming obstacles to personal and social progress; in other situations, human

beings must confront apparently insurmountable barriers to happiness and fulfillment. The majority of the
texts studied in this class are from the 20th and 21st centuries.

HONORS ENGLISH 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: English 2 & Department Approval

Students will read works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, personal narrative, and drama that focus on the human
condition, specifically efforts of individuals to make a difference in their social and cultural contexts. As
students explore the actions of protagonists who experience the impact of the world, they will examine
questions about success and disappointment in working for change. In some cases, individuals triumph in
overcoming obstacles to personal and social progress; in other situations, human beings must confront

apparently insurmountable barriers to happiness and fulfillment. Students are expected to read a significant
number pre-20th century texts.

HONORS SEMINAR ENGLISH 3: BRITISH LITERATURE:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Open to Juniors with Instructor Approval

This course is a chronological study of British literature beginning in the Medieval period and ending just after
WWI. Students will examine canonical texts, paying close attention to the historical context as well as the
immediate and long-term cultural impacts of each text. Students will be expected to participate in seminar-style
discussions and write college-level literary analysis and research papers that incorporate

primary sources and criticism.

COLLEGE WRITING (HONORS AVAILABLE):
Semester 1 Course. Prerequisite: Required for all Seniors not in Honors Seminar 4

College Writing is a semester-long course designed to prepare students for the modes of analytical academic
writing and rigor that will be expected of them as college-level students. They will read and write essays that
respond to prompts that require them to analyze, persuade, reflect, and inform. The course will teach all steps
of the writing process, with an emphasis on revision and editing. This course is required of all seniors except
for those in Honors Seminar 4.

HONORS SEMINAR ENGLISH 4: GREAT BOOKS:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Open to Seniors with Instructor Approval

Students in this course will read works of literature that have withstood the test of time and offer distinct
insights into the nature of human experience. Through close reading, discussions, research, presentations,
and extensive writing, students will become familiar with the themes and issues embedded in these texts.
Teachers select from a wide range of texts, including Morrison’s Beloved, the Greek theater, Atwood’s

The Handmaid’s Tale, Shakespeare’s King Lear, and Melville’s Moby Dick. Students also complete a
semester-long research project on a work of poetry or fiction.
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ENGLISH 4: FILM AS LITERATURE (HONORS AVAILABLE):
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Open to Seniors as Second Semester Elective

In Film as Literature, the teacher will choose a relevant common theme for films viewed in the course. Students
will view films from a variety of genres selected for their contributions to the thematic focus. We view, discuss,
and critique various films from a variety of genres, much the same we study great literature. Plot or story line,
character development, setting and context, theme or message, and the author’s intent

are all closely examined.

ENGLISH 4: AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE (HONORS AVAILABLE):
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Open to Seniors as Second Semester Elective

African-American Literature is a semester-long course that uses texts, film, and music by African-Americans
as primary entry points into historical and contemporary conversations about race and racism, community, the
impact of slavery and the diaspora, cultural traditions and cultural appropriation, mainstream and underground
hip-hop, materialism, and consciousness.

ENGLISH 4: PRACTICAL WISDOM (HONORS AVAILABLE):
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Open to Seniors as Second Semester Elective

This course focuses on entrepreneurial and thought-provoking literature and personal and professional growth.
Students will be required to keep a copious journal, contributing to it daily, chronicling the growth of their
thoughts and their plans. They will also compose a comprehensive “business plan” for their lives, including
creating a credible, realistic business venture, fictitious or real, as the culminating product. Guest lectures, live
and via video, will be an integral aspect of the course, as will self-reflective writing. Students will read excerpts
from important literature in the field.

ENGLISH 4: CONTEMPORARY WOMEN'’S LITERATURE (HONORS AVAILABLE):
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Open to Seniors as Second Semester Elective

This course will examine contemporary fiction and nonfiction written by women, focusing on texts that directly
engage with questions of identity and contemporary issues from a female perspective.

CREATIVE WRITING 1:
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors

Students in this course will experiment with two creative genres—poetry and fiction— to develop a familiarity
with both genres and also explore their own creative voices. Over the course of the semester, students can
expect to generate original material, practice strategies for reading and talking about writing, and work toward
creating a polished body of work. Students will read and consider published fiction and poetry, as well as their
peers’ work. This course will also serve as an introduction and prerequisite to any of the upper level creative
writing courses offered at Oxbridge.

CREATIVE WRITING 2:
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Honors Creative Writing 1

Creative Writing 2 offers students the opportunity to deepen their writing experience. Various genres will be
considered, including poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, screen writing, and drama. By the end of the
semester, students will have created a self-directed work in a genre of their interest. Students will revise their
work to hone the skills acquired in Creative Writing and Creative Writing Honors.
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PEER TUTORING & COMPOSITION:
Semester Course. Prerequisite: Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors with Teacher Recommendation

This semester-long class prepares students to work as peer tutors in the Oxbridge Writing Center. With the
guidance of the instructor, students will consider how to best help other student writers work through all stages
of the writing process—from brainstorming in response to a writing prompt to polishing a final draft of an
essay. Students in the class will also learn the conventions of writing for different disciplines and refine their
own writing and revision processes by reading The Longman Guide to Peer Tutoring. For the last part of the
course, students will complete a practicum where they put their skills to use tutoring other student writers.

HONORS DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA YEARBOOK JOURNALISM:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Concurrently Taking English Honors or Higher, or with Instructor Permission

This course is designed to provide students with a medium of self-expression through the hands-on production
of both the creative and technical elements of yearbook assembly. Units of study include teamwork,
responsibility, brainstorming, confidentiality, coverage, concept development, reporting, writing, headlines,
captions, editing, photography, typography, design, marketing, and distribution. Those enrolled in the course
will be involved with content, coverage, marketing campaigns, and design decisions in adherence to
journalistic standards. Students work in teams in accordance with their areas of focus such as photography,
design, writing, and marketing, under the leadership of student editors.

DEBATE 1: INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

Students learn and try eight types of public speaking and debate as they improve their skills in reading,
research, organization, and communication. Public speaking formats include different areas of focus: current
events, political topics, creative writing, improvisational speaking, and more. Students become more
comfortable and skilled in speaking with and in front of others for a variety of purposes, including interpersonal
and work-world communication strategies and real-world applications/public speaking formats, such as job
interviewing and written and oral presentation skills.

HONORS DEBATE 1: INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING
Year Course. Prerequisite: Instructor Approval

Students learn and try 12 types of debate and public speaking as they improve their skills in reading, research,
organization, and communication. Students learn and practice improvisational speaking, persuasive speaking,
argumentative debate, creative writing, presentations, acting, and more. The course includes political,
philosophical, and global problem topics, as well as conversational and creative styles of speaking. For Honors
Debate 1, there is a four-tournament requirement for the year. Students are required to choose from a wide
variety of after-school tournaments, Saturday tournaments, and travel tournaments to find at least four they
can participate in any time during the year.

DEBATE 2/ HONORS DEBATE 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Debate 1 or Instructor Approval

Debate 2 builds on the fundamentals taught in Introduction to Speech and Debate. The course focuses on an
in-depth analysis of issues related to economics, government policy, international relations, the Congress, the
President of the United States, and contemporary issues facing the U.S. and the world. Through lectures,
seminars, and readings, students will be engaged in the politics and policies of the world as they relate to the
debate topics presented by the national speech and debate association.

2.12.21 14



HONORS SEMINAR DEBATE 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Debate 2 or Instructor Approval

Debate 3 focuses on a critical analysis of arguments and honing rhetorical ability. Students will engage
arguments written by non-governmental organizations, governments and, individual policy makers to critically
review the premises, logic, and impacts of the proposals. Students will also write arguments using briefs and
other academic sources for use in national speech and debate competitions. Students will continue to review
and analyze a host of written and oral communication to improve argument formulation in both written

and oral expression.

HONORS SEMINAR DEBATE 4:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Honors Seminar Debate 3

Debate 4 has three fundamental components: Critical analysis of issues and arguments, understanding past,
present, and future implications of issues and arguments, and college-level written and oral communication
ability. Building on the skill of critical analysis of arguments studied in Debate 3, Debate 4 will expose students
to the implication of policies in huanced and detailed ways. The course explores case studies of written and
enacted policies and their long-term impacts. Students will analyze these policies through the lens of short-
term and long-term impact and apply this skill to national speech and debate association topics. Debate 4 will
also focus on critical analysis of rhetorical analysis in both written and video texts to continue bolstering
students’ written and oral communication.

Language — Spanish

SPANISH 1:
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

This course will introduce students to the Spanish language and the culture of the Spanish-speaking world.
This class will emphasize the spoken language and verbal communication. It will also teach words, phrases
and idioms that one will need to communicate in a Spanish-speaking country. One will also learn to tell other
Spanish speakers about oneself and ask other questions about themselves in various tenses. Students are
expected to reach novice-low to novice-mid levels of proficiency.

SPANISH 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 1

Students in Spanish 2 will work on developing their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills from a novice
low to a novice mid proficiency level. Students will exchange information on a variety of topics, including
Latinos in the world, pastimes, technology, holidays, the arts, sports, transportation, and health. Cultural
aspects of the contemporary Spanish-speaking world will be studied through communicative activities

and projects.
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HONORS SPANISH 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 1 & Instructor Approval

This course is for students who have shown substantial self-motivation and previous success in Spanish 1.
Students in the course will advance at a faster, yet more in-depth pace. They will master grammatical topics
such as the indicative, imperative, and subjunctive moods. Emphasis is placed on increasing the student’s
active vocabulary through authentic materials. Cultural aspects are taught through the history, geography,
gastronomy, and pop culture of Spanish-speaking countries. Oral, written, listening, and reading assessments
are essential components of the class; by the end of the year, students will have accomplished a variety of
novice-high functional skills.

SPANISH 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 2

Students in Spanish 3 will expand the depth and breadth of their proficiency through communicative activities
with an emphasis on speaking and auditory comprehension. Students will be able to express events in present
and future tense, with the use of new and previously acquired grammatical structures. Students will apply their
knowledge and understanding of grammatical structures and vocabulary to the production of projects,
presentations, and short writing assignments. Students are expected to reach novice-high to

intermediate-mid levels of communication.

HONORS SPANISH 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 2 or Honors Spanish 2 & Instructor Approval

Spanish 3 Honors is an advanced level course designed to accelerate the linguistic proficiency of motivated
students. Grammar lessons will be focused on using language in context, and students will be expected to
immediately apply new structures to their spoken and written work. The course provides students with
interactive, productive, and receptive skills developed through the contextualized study of language, text, and
themes. Students are exposed to a variety of authentic texts, and work is produced in a variety of
communicative contexts. This course is taught primarily in the target language. Students are expected to
complete practice outside of the classroom and be proactive in their acquisition of the target language.
Students are expected to master the intermediate mid to intermediate-high levels of all four skill areas: reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

SPANISH 4:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 3

Spanish 4 is an advanced-level course designed to improve students’ communicative skills in Spanish through
a variety of contexts, with an emphasis on spoken communication. Students will be able to exchange
biographical information and life experiences, write their résumé, and prepare for a job interview in

Spanish. Grammar will be learned contextually through hands-on activities such as:design anideal city, plan a
dream vacation to a Spanish country, create an advertising campaign for an original invention, etc. Students
will also deepen their cultural appreciation through an exploration of art, history, and cultural traditions across
the Spanish-speaking world. Students are expected to master the intermediate-mid levels of proficiency.
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HONORS SPANISH 4:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 3 or Honors Spanish 3 & Instructor Approval

Spanish 4 Honors is an advanced-level course designed to improve motivated students’ proficiency in Spanish
through a variety of contexts. In addition to communicative activities where students will be expected to
exchange biographical information and life experiences, students will also dive into the Hispanic literary canon.
In-depth readings of short stories and poetry from a variety of authors such as Ana Maria Matute, Jorge Luis
Borges, and Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz will expose students to college-level coursework and assessments, as
well as expand their cultural understanding. Through discussions of readings and exposure to contemporary
media, students will develop a more profound understanding of grammar and vocabulary, as well as greater
linguistic proficiency. Students are expected to reach intermediate-high to advanced-low levels of proficiency in
all communicative areas of speaking, reading, listening, and writing.

SPANISH 5:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Spanish 4

Spanish 5 is an advanced-level course designed to expand students’ communication skills in Spanish through
a modern and diversified approach to topics and cultural practices. Students will improve their competence
skills and build their ability to interact in Spanish-speaking environments. Students will be exposed to all areas
of linguistic competence, including listening, writing, reading, and socio-cultural awareness.

HONORS SPANISH 5:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 4 & Teacher Recommendation

Spanish 5 Honors is a course designed to advance students’ proficiency through the study and discussion of
short stories, poems, plays, art, and films. The structure of the course will be similar to a college survey course,
where students are expected to engage in close readings and analyses of the thematic material and make
inferences about a work’s meaning. Students will also study films and artwork such as Bufuel’s Edad de oro
and Goya’s Pinturas negras and discuss how they relate to or reflect cultural and historical events in the
Hispanic world. By the conclusion of the course, students will be expected to reach advanced-low or
advanced-mid levels of proficiency.

HONORS SEMINAR SPANISH 6:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 5 & Teacher Recommendation

The Honors Seminar Spanish Language and Culture course aims to develop students’ mastery of the four
language skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking through extensive interpretive, interpersonal, and
presentational tasks. Students sharpen their communicative skills in Spanish through advanced study in
rigorous grammar, literature, and culture, and students learn about culture through the use of authentic
materials that are representative of the Spanish-speaking world. Class is conducted completely in Spanish and
includes frequent writing and integration of skills. Honors Seminar Spanish Language and Culture is a
language acquisition course designed to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural
understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where Spanish is spoken.

2.12.21 17



Language — French

FRENCH 1:
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

Students learn to introduce themselves and speak about their hobbies and interests. They focus on home,
school, family, and daily lives using the present and the near future tense. Students learn phrases and idioms
necessary for friendly social exchanges and learn to ask for information used in shops and cafés. Dialogue,
role play, and pronunciation are important components of our communicative approach to French. Students
are expected to reach novice-low to novice-mid levels of proficiency.

HONORS FRENCH 1:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation

Students learn to introduce themselves and speak about their hobbies and interests. They focus on home,
school, family, and daily lives using the present and the near future tense. Students learn phrases and idioms
necessary for friendly social exchanges and learn to ask for information used in shops and cafés. Dialogue,
role play, and pronunciation are important components of our communicative approach to French. This course
is offered to students who show substantial motivation and previous experience in French and who wish to
advance at a faster yet also more in-depth pace. Students are expected to reach novice-mid to novice-high
levels of proficiency.

FRENCH 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: French 1

Students build on their vocabulary and understanding of how the French language is similar to English and
other languages. Students will learn to discuss activities that have occurred in the past. As students discover
the different countries of the French-speaking world, they will learn phrases and idioms vital for travel. Projects
allow students an in-depth investigation of the countries of their choice and allow them to plan a virtual
vacation. Students begin to focus on reading and writing French and become familiar with famous poems by
Vigneault, Gautier, LaFontaine, and stories of France and Québec. Students are expected to master novice-
mid levels of proficiency.

HONORS FRENCH 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: French 1 & Instructor Approval

Students build on their vocabulary and understanding of how the French language is similar to English and
other languages. Students will learn to discuss activities that have occurred in the past. As students discover
the different countries of the French-speaking world, they will learn phrases and idioms vital for travel. Projects
allow students an in-depth investigation of the countries of their choice and allow them to plan a virtual
vacation. Students begin to focus on reading and writing French and become familiar with famous poems by
Vigneault, Gautier, LaFontaine, and stories of France and Québec. This course is offered to students who
show substantial motivation and previous experience in French and who wish to advance at a faster yet also
more in-depth pace. Students are expected to master novice-mid to novice-high levels of proficiency.
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FRENCH 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: French 2

Students review different ways of discussing the past and learn to recognize still other past tense forms used in
poetry and literature, particularly the tales of Charles Perrault. New emphasis is placed on written expression
as students rewrite endings to classic French stories. Students learn to talk about what is going to happen in
the future and learn to speak about hypothetical events. They delve deep into French gastronomy and learn to
make suggestions and give orders with varying degrees of politeness. Emphasis is placed on both
understanding and using different ways of asking questions. Students are expected to reach novice-high to
intermediate-low levels of proficiency.

HONORS FRENCH 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: French 2 & Instructor Approval

Students review different ways of discussing the past and learn to recognize less-used past tense forms in
poetry and literature, focusing on the tales of Charles Perrault. New emphasis is placed on written expression
as students rewrite endings to classic French stories. Students learn to talk about what is going to happen in
the future and learn to speak about hypothetical events. They delve deep into French gastronomy and learn to
make suggestions and give orders with varying degrees of politeness. Emphasis is placed on both
understanding and using different ways of asking questions. This course is offered to students who show
substantial motivation and previous experience in French and who wish to advance at a faster yet also more
in-depth pace. Students are expected to master intermediate-low levels of proficiency.

FRENCH 4:
Year Course. Prerequisite: French 3

Students synthesize their knowledge of ways of discussing the past and the future as they learn idiomatic
expressions of time. They discuss topical issues using expressions for hypothetical situations in the past,
present, and future. Students study the building blocks of French, Québec, and North African society, with
particular attention to festivals, traditions, and legends. Students read the poetry and prose of Saint-Exupéry,
Laye, Camus, and Moliere. Students are expected to develop their intermediate-low to intermediate-mid levels
of proficiency.

HONORS FRENCH 4:
Year Course. Prerequisite: French 3 & Instructor Approval

Students synthesize their knowledge of ways of discussing the past and the future as they learn idiomatic
expressions of time. They discuss topical issues using expressions for hypothetical situations in the past,
present, and future. Students study the building blocks of French, Québec, and North African society, with
particular attention to festivals, traditions, and legends. Students read the poetry and prose of Saint-Exupeéry,
Laye, Camus, and Moliére. This course is offered to students who show substantial motivation and previous
experience in French and who wish to advance at a faster yet also more in-depth pace. Students are expected
to master intermediate-mid to intermediate-high levels of proficiency.
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HONORS SEMINAR IN FRENCH CULTURE & LITERATURE A:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Honors French 4 & Instructor Approval

Honors Seminar in French A is designed to advance students’ proficiency through the study and discussion of
short stories, poems, plays, art, movies, and contemporary news sources. The structure of the course will be
similar to a college survey course in which students engage in close readings and analyses of thematic
material and make inferences about a work’s meaning. Students will study art and music and discuss how it
relates to direct historical events in the French-speaking world. Students will continue to develop the four
language skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking through extensive interpretive, interpersonal, and
presentational tasks. Works covered will span France, Québec, Haiti, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Sénégal, and
beyond. This course is offered in alternating years with Honors Seminar in French B.

HONORS SEMINAR IN FRENCH CULTURE & LITERATURE B:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Honors French 4 & Instructor Approval

Honors Seminar in French B is designed to advance students’ proficiency through the study and discussion of
short stories, poems, plays, art, movies, and contemporary news sources. The structure of the course will be
similar to a college survey course in which students engage in close readings and analyses of thematic
material and make inferences about a work’s meaning. Students will study art and music and discuss how it
relates to direct historical events in the French-speaking world. Students will continue to develop the four
language skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking through extensive interpretive, interpersonal, and
presentational tasks. Works covered will span France, Québec, Haiti, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Sénégal, and
beyond. This course is offered in alternating years with Honors Seminar in French A.

Language — Chinese

HONORS CHINESE 1:
Year Course. Prerequisite: None

This course is designed for students who have had no prior experience in Chinese language and are interested
in learning basic Chinese language as well as culture. Oral communication will be stressed through listening
and speaking activities. Students will be able to ask and answer questions on topics such as greetings,
numbers, date and time, self-introduction, and hobbies. Students will also learn reading and writing skills in
basic simplified Chinese characters.

HONORS CHINESE 2:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Chinese 1 & Instructor Approval

Students continue their study of Chinese by further expanding their knowledge of key vocabulary topics and
grammar concepts. Students will be able to handle basic conversation, such as making appointments and
bargaining. Students will also be able to write about their daily routine, study habits, favorite sports.

HONORS CHINESE 3:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Chinese 2 & Instructor Approval

At this level, students will be expected to: actively engage in their own learning, understand common
vocabulary terms and phrases, use a wide range of grammar patterns in their speaking and writing, participate
in conversations, respond appropriately to conversational prompts, and analyze and compare cultural practices
and products. Main topic areas covered are weather, food and restaurant culture, travel, asking directions, and
seeing a doctor. The reflection of students’ progress will be seen in making mini movies, presentations,

and journals.

2.12.21 20



HONORS CHINESE 4:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Chinese 3 & Instructor Approval

Students will further develop their language skills across the three communicative modes: interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational. Students will learn about various aspects of contemporary Chinese society,
including Chinese geography and population, ethnic and regional diversity, travel and transportation, holidays,
and current affairs.

HONORS CHINESE 5:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Chinese 4 & Instructor Approval

Students will develop advanced proficiency in Chinese and also the capacity to respond in culturally
appropriate ways to questions on familiar topics, to understand conversations among native Chinese speakers,
and to comprehend and compose email as part of back-and-forth communication with other Chinese speakers.
They will express their personal views or exchange opinions on topics of Chinese education, jobs and
interviews, gender imbalances, and environmental protection.

HONORS SEMINAR CHINESE 5:
Year Course. Prerequisite: Chinese 4